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HE intelligent reader will quickly perceive, 
that the following little performance is of a 
' ſpecies which admits not of a particular expla- 


nation. It is wrote on @ plan entirely new ; and 
ſuch as ſhall attempt any thing of the ſame kind 
4o1ll find, that the execution muſt not have been 
very eaſy. It would be quite idle and inſipid to 
take notice of the occaſion on which it was com- 
poſed, and other trifling circumſtances attending 
the publication, The author was induced to be- 
heve that it might be uſeful ; and, conſequently, 
was determined t9 Publ / it, chiefly for the fol- 
lowing reaſous. 

In the firſt place be thinks, that the * 
moral of bis ſior y, is, at all times, and eſpecially 
at this important crifis, of the utmoſt conſequence 
to the happineſs and ſecurity of this united realm. 
Many of the principles, as well of a moral as of 

4 political nature, which are cccafionally here 
recommended, ſcem to him, the perhaps not fo 
commonly attended to, neceſſary to be implanted 


deeply in the minds of the Britiſh youth. In the 


next place, where his ſulject obliged him to han- 
dle certain ticklifh points, be has endeavoured to 
. A: reeon- 


© iv 1 | | 
reconcile that ſubmiſſion to ſuperi or ade ty, 
which Chriſtianity and good ſenſe enjoins, with 
the freedom of a Briton, and the fincerity of a- 
philefopber. And laſtly, to drop the allegoriſt, 
he is perſwaded, that whot is contained in theſe - 
Few ſheets, may be an uſeful introduction to the 
Rudy of the Britiſh hiſtory. The hiſtorians them- 
ſelves are much too diffuſe, and their abridgers 
too dry for beginners. Here the images are 
more animated, if I may be allow'd the expreſ= 
fron, and the principal parts only are touched: 
fo that of courſe the impręſſion is more _ to. 
remain on the minds of youth, R@Q© 
To conclude, if what is here offered to the 
publick, ſhall be found to have the leaſt tendency. 
to promote unity, on a virtuous, that is, a flable 
| foundation, or to confirm Britiſh ſubjects in the 
beiref of this grand truth, © That a nation which 
« fears heaven, has nothing elſe to fear,” the 
author will be ſatisfied that be has not written 
in Vain. WET: 
London, „ 70S 
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Angelicus and Ferguſia. 


E. 
N the boſom of a ſpacious lake, and at a 
ſmall diſtance from the eaſtern bank, lie 
two little iſlands, which conſtitute two 


eſtates belonging to different proprietors, but 
' which are at preſent under the direction of the 


ſame ſteward, The moſt eaſterly of theſe 
iſlands, called Albania, is, eſpecially in the ſou- 
thern part, of a fruitful ſoil, covered with a per- 


petual verdure, of a temperate air, healthful, and 


productive of all the neceſſaries and convenien- 
cies of life. But the Albanians generally value 
themſelves more on the vigour of their geniuſes, - 
and their undaunted reſolution, than on any ex- 
terior advantages of fituation or ſoil. This enables 
them to maintain their independence, notwith- 
ſtanding the frequent efforts of the neighbouring 
gentry to the contrary, to traverſe the lake at 
pleaſure, and to diſtinguiſh themſelves, though 
only a ſmall ſociety, all over the neighbourhood, 
by the figure they make in arts, ſciences, and 


arms, 
5 p By This 
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This iſland was formerly poſſeſſed by two 
ſiſters, the daughters of a gentleman, whoſe 
cttate was ſeparated from theirs, only by a 


narrow {trait of the lake, and whoſe family is 
now almoſt extint. The name of the elder, 


who is ſtill alive, and in good circumſtances, 


though not ſo opulent as heretofore, is Ambro- 


{1a, and that of the younger Ferguſia. Gallicius, 
for this was the name of the gentleman, finding 
that his family encreaſed apace, and the iſland 
of Albania, juſt in his neighbourhood, as we have 
obſerved, being unoccupied, reſolved to ſettle 
his daughter Ambroſia there. He accordingly 
equipt her for the expedition, alloted her a 


ſuitable ſhare of his fortune, gave her his pater- 


nal benediction, and with a proper retinue diſ- 


miſled her. Soon ſhe arrived at Albania, and 


long unmoleſted ſhe flouriſhed there, — But as 
the annals of her family mention nothing rela- 
tive to our purpoſe during this period, we pals 
it over in ſilence: only it is very reaſonably 
ſuppoſed, and in the ſequel] of our ſtory we 
ſhall take it for granted, that about this time 


the was privately brought to bed of a daugh- 


ter ; that this daughter is now alive, and is no 


other than Hibera, the lady who is the pre- 
ſent occupier of Iberia, the moſt weſterly of 
the two forementioned iflands. At leaſt, if this 


is not the caſe, it will not be very eaſy to 
5 account 
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account for Hibera's original; either from her 


own. fabulous records, which are ſelf-contra- 


dictory, or from thoſe of the neighbouring fa- 


milies, which are ſilent in this matter. 
It was now that Ferguſia ſolicited leave of 


Her father to go in quelt of adventures; for the 


was a girl of an enterprizing ſpirit, and had 
a great deal of the Amazon in her compoſi- 
tion. The old gentleman was prevailed on to 
yield to her entreaties, though much againft 
his inclination, ſhe being a favourite child, and 
the principal ſupport of his age. He aſſigned 
her a band of truſty attendants, men of well- 
tried mettle, and ready to devote their lives to 
her intereſt; and, at parting, putting into her 
hands a young lioneſs, © at leaſt,” (ſays he, 
with the tear in his eye) “at leaſt obſerve theſe 
* laſt directions. This lioneſs, though fierce, 
untractable, and terrible to others, will al- 
ways be ſubmiſſive and obedient to you; 
never think of marrying till ſhe produces 
a whelp, mighter than herſelf, Make it 
your endeavour to be courted for your in- 
trinſick merit, not for the ornaments of your 
perſon, or the riches of your eſtate; and 
chooſe a habitation to favour this defign, 
ſequeſtered from the abodes of luxury and 
© guilt.” Ferguſia, promiſing a ſtrict com- 
phance with theſe inſtructions, took her leave 
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to ſee Iberia; a place, as ſhe had heard, cele- 


ſiderable diſtance from Ambroſia's eſtate, 


therefore, ſhe paſſes, with all her family and 


ſelves. She gave intimation of her arrival to 


T'4 1 
in a very tender and affectionate manner ; and, 
after having viſited ſeveral places along the 
eaſtern bank of the lake, and finding none of 
them fit for her purpoſe, at laſt determined 


brated for the ſweetneſs of its ſituation, retired 
from all the country about, even at a con- 


being ſeparated by a dangerous ſtrait, and 
marked out, as it were by nature, for a reſi- 
dence to wiſdom and innocence. Thither, 


attendants. Plain they were in their dreſs, but 
of good]y perſons ; ſtout, valiant, well-armed, 
and capable of protecting their miſtreſs againſt 
a company much more numerous than them- 


Hibera, fignitying her intention of ſojourning 
there; and whether it was really on account 
of the relation ſubſiſting between them, or 
rather, perhaps, on account of Ferguſia's at- 
tendance, Hibera did not oppoſe her landing. | 5 
Here ſhe dwelt for ſome time, and lived on 
ſuch good terms with Hibera, that in the fa- 
mily regiſters of ſeveral of the neighbours, JW 
where thoſe times are ſpoke of, through. bad 4 
information, the two ladies are confounded 
with each other; and the actions of their 
people, the F erguſians and Hiberans, are often 

put 
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put the one for the other. Ferguſia ſoon dif- 
covered, however, that the air of Iberia was 
too foggy to preſerve that purity and ſerenity 
of mind which ſhe was reſolved to maintain. 


For ſhe had obſerved, that the fens and bogs 


have often a very ill effect on the brains of 
Hibera and her people. She feared likewiſe 
that herſelf might, at laſt, be infected by their 
idle, luxurious, and pleaſurable manner of liv- 


ing; and determined once more to decamp. 


She left behind her ſeveral of her train; 
aſſured Hibera of an inviolable friendſhip ſo long 
as her conduct ſhould be honourable enough 
to deſerve it; and, with a retinue rather more 


formidable than before, went aboard her barge, 


and ordered the watermen to row for the nor- 
thern part of Albania. 
"Tis: eaſy to imagine, that the two ladies 


muſt have been conſiderably altered, ſince 


mutual affection and familiarity in their fa- 
ther's houſe, rendered them thoroughly known 
to cach other. This alteration, however, was 
not ſo great as to prevent their recogniſing one 
another for ſiſters immediately on Ferguſia's 
arrival, Ambroſia received her very kindly ; 
welcomed her to Albania's hoſpitable ſhores ; 
invited her to chooſe a habitation ſuited to her 
genius and taſte, and aſſured her of an eternal 
and ſiſterly attachment. Ferguſia, agreeably 

to 


T6) 


to her primary intention, choſe the northern 
part of Albania, as being beſt adapted to her 
diſpoſition for hunting, and moſt likely to 


favour that hardy, untamed, and manly tem- 
per, which ſhe intended to encourage among 
her people, The purity of the air ſhe thought 


would refine and invigorate their minds, and 


harden their conſtitutions ; and the mountains 
and woods afford a ſecure ſhelter from the 


power of an enemy, in force ſuperior to them 


ſelves. Here, therefore, ſhe ſettled; and here 
ſhe lived long happy in the friendſhip of her 
elder fiſter ; no revolution of any conſequence 
happening, till Romulio, an adventurer well 
known all over the neighbourhood, for his un- 
paralleled ſucceſs among the ladies, chancing 
to hear of the beauty and merit of the Alba- 
nian ſiſters, formed the deſign of adding them 
to the number of his triumphs. To deſcribe, 
in high heroick ſtrain, the richneſs of his dreſe, 
the dazzling ſplendor of his equipage, and the 
numerous conqueſts he made on his journey, 


might, no doubt, embelliſh our ſtory, but 


would tend little to our own, or our reader's 
improvement. Suffice it to tell, that, attended 
with a troop of reſolute fellows, inured'to ſuch 
ſort of expeditions, and accuſtomed to ſucceſs, 
he arrived in the ſouthern part of Albania. 


He directly acquainted Ambroſia with the de- 
5 ſign 
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ſign of his coming; told her, that he always 
uſed his miſtreſſes generouſly; that he made 


conqueſts only for the improvement of the 


ſex, leaving them in a better ſtate generally 
than he found them. That he would uſe her 


: kindly, if ſhe ſurrendered her perſon and for- 
tune into his hands at once; but that reſiſtance 


would be attended with very great inconveni- 
encies: for that thoſe, who had thought fit to 
diſpute the irreſiſtible power of his charms, 


had always ſeverely repented it, not only by 


the loſs of their honour, which was unavoida- 
ble, but likewiſe of his favour, which their 
compliance alone could ſecure. To all which, 
Ambroſia returned, that though he had, and 
this was indeed matter of fact, ſince the death 
of her father, by baſe and inſinuating methods, 
more than by force of arms, laid the eſtate in 
ruins, and made ſuch havock among his ſons, 
ſhe would endeavour to convince him that his 
troop was not invincible; that there were yet 
remaining of the blood of Gallicius who could 
revenge his wrongs; and in fine, that ſhe would 
rather die, than ſuffer her honour to become 
the prey of any hectoring knight-errant, how- 
ever ſucceſsful he might have been among the 
dames of the ſouth, The Ambrofians, bearing 
of the danger of their miſtreſs, ſurrounded her 
in a moment; they aſſaulted Romulio and his 
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crew); and, after a deſperate encounter, bravely 
repulſed them, and ſent ſuch as ſurvived their 
fury back to their barges, with broken bones 
and bloody noſes. Romulio, however, deſiſt- 
ed not from his undertaking. After this, many 
attempts were made, and many a time was he 
foiled. Nay, he is ingenuous enough to con- 
feſs, for it is found recorded in the regiſters 
of his houſe, that he often would have dropt 
his deſign againſt her, had this not been in- 
conſiſtent with the attention which he owed 
his reputation. Of all the beauties he ever 
ſubdued, he owns her to have made the moſt 
obſtinate reſiſtance ; and had marriage been 
conſiſtent with the economy of his family, 
or the haughtineſs of his ſpirit, he would pro- 
bably have eſpouſed her for his lawful wife. 
But let every fair lady attend to what follows, 
and learn, how inſignificant an unperſevering 
reſiſtance, however vigorous, will prove. Ro- 
mulio, by ſteadily purſuing his purpoſe, re- 
newing his attacks, and mixing flattery with 
force, at laſt begun to find Ambroſia's virtue 
leſs ſevere. She became inſenſibly enamoured 
of his perſon, and charmed with the whiſtling 
of his name; in ſhort, in an unguarded and 
unhappy hour, partly overpowered in the 
ſtruggle, and partly conſenting, the noble, and 
hitherto virtuous Ambroſia, fell a prey to this 
rapacious invader. ” 


Entire- 


. 

Entirely at the diſpoſal of her raſhiver, who 
had ſuch bewitching ways with him, that ſhe 
could not perceive her diſgrace nor her ſervi- 
tude, ſhe ſoon dwindled into a very miſtreſs. 
This conduct, however, diſguſted the better 
ſort of her people ; who, unwilling any longer 

to acknowledge the authority of one who had 
infamouſly ſubjected herſelf to the juriſdiction 
of another, formed themſelves into a body, 
changed their name, withdrew and ſettled in 
the neighbourhood of Ferguſia. The Tholians, 
for this was the name they had aſſumed, were 
the braveſt of the Ambroſians, and had ſuſtain- 
cd the moſt blows'in the defence of their late 
miſtreſs: this, together with their relation to 
her family, could not but render them agree- 
able neighbours to Ferguſia, who therefore 
agreed to take them under her protection. 
Romulio begun now to think of extending 
his conqueſt over Ferguſiana, in order, as he 
| pretended, to put the whole iſland once more 
in his miſtreſs's poſſeſſion, but really with a 
deſign to enjoy Ferguſia's perſon ; for, without 
this, he did not conſider his victory as com- 
pleat. Ambroſia, for no good correſpondence 
had ſubſiſted between the ſiſters from the time 
ſhe had ſubmitted to the invader of her charms, 
was eaſily prevailed on to aſſiſt him with all 
her power, They fought, — The Romulians 
: C and 
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and Ambroſians were beaten by F erguſia and 


the Tholians, who, in ſpite of all Romulio's 


endeavours, long maintained their ground 


obliged him to reſt ſatisfied with the ancient 


boundaries of the eſtates, and even to ſecure 
Ambroſia's, or rather his own, by building a 


ſtrong and almoſt inſuperable wall, as a defence 


againſt their incurſions. Romulio, partly by 
kindling jealouſies between Ferguſia and the 


Tholians, and partly by other means, at laſt 


brought over the Tholians to his intereſt. Poor 
Ferguſia, however unequal her force, was 
obliged to ſtand on her defence againſt them 
all, for ſhe was determined rather to die than 


ſubmit. There ſoon enſued a very bloody and 


obſtinate fight. Romulio had placed the Am- 
brofians and Tholians in the principal part of 
the battle, and retained the bulk of his own 


people as a body of reſerve, The Ambro- 
fians and Tholians were ſoon forced to give 


way to the Ferguſian valour, and were juſt 
turning their backs, when Romulio ſtruck in 
with his fellows, and, by the ſuperiority of his 
numbers, arms, and fkill in fighting, ſoon 
changed the fortune of the day. In this fight 
Ferguſia loſt her ſteward, her favourite .chief- 
men, and the flower of her people, who 
were unwilling to ſurvive the proſperity of 
their miſtreſs, She was obliged to fly, wound- 
ed, 
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ed, and almoſt naked, to the mountains and 
woods for ſhelter; and, in a ſhort time, hear- 
ing that Romulio had publiſhed an edict, by 
which it was made capital for any of her peo- 
ple to appear in Albania, and being in no con- 
dition to oppoſe him, ſhe went into baniſh- 
ment ; leaving her ungrateful friends the Tho- 
lians, for it was at their inſtigation that the 
edict had been publiſhed, to enjoy her deſerted 
eſtate. 

To ſay nothing of Ferguſia's ee or 
the reputation that ſhe acquired at foreign 
courts, during this afflicting period of her hiſ- 
tory, it would be an unpardonable fault to 
omit mentioning the zeal and affection which 
Hibera expreſſed in her behalf, at this con- 
juncture. She deſiſted not from her attempts 
to reſtore her diſtreſſed friend, though ſhe there- 
by often expoſed her own perſon to the moſt 
imminent peril ; *till, on Ferguſia's remon- 
ſtrances, ſhe was convinced they would be in- 
effectual. As Ferguſia is of a very grateful 
_ diſpoſition, this conduct of Hibera, added to 
their former intimacy, 'rendered her exceeding 
dear to Ferguſia. She always afterwards en- 
tered into Hibera's quarrels, if at any time ſhe 
happened to be in danger, with as much cager- 
nets as if they had been her own, 'till a re- 
markable change in Hibera's temper and econos 
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micks, rendered it impoſfible for this * 


ſhip any longer to ſubſiſt. 
But, to return to the alli of Albania. The 


Tholians ſoon found, to their inexpreſſible an- 


ouiſh, the madneſs of their conduct in pro- 


curing Ferguſia's exile. They then reflected, 


that ſhe, though ſomewhat haughty and tur- 


bulent, was till their relation and friend; and 


as ſhe diſdained to ſubmit to the laws of a con- 
queror herſelf, ſo, inſtead of invading, ſhe was 


always ready to defend, to the utmoſt of her 


power, the juſt properties of others. That if 
they had ſometunes been rudely handled by 
her people, they ought to blame themſelves 
for provoking her, as they well knew her to 
be of a {pirit incapable of overlooking a fa- 
vour o. an injury. That, on the other hand, 

though Romulio had indeed put part of Fer- 
guſia's eſtate into their hands, a preſent which 


they had very little occaſion for, as they poſ- 


ſeſſed more ground before than they could 


well cultivate, and aſſured them of his protec- 
tion, they had reaſon to conſider themſelves 
only as his ſlaves. He had deprived them of 


the power of having a ſteward of their own 
faraily, broke the ſpirits of their chief-men, 
and was continually draining the farm of the 
prime of their youth, whom he led, as it were, 


to laughter, into his quarrels, and thereby at 
once 


I 3 
once ſaved the blood of his own folks, and 
himſelf from the fear of their attempting to 
recover their independence. The deplorable 
Nate in which they now found themſelves, 
they conſidered as an effect of the divine diſ- 
pleaſure for acting ſo baſely and treacherouſly 
towards their late patroneſs, and therefore re- 
ſolved to recall her as ſoon as poſſible. _ 

Ferguſia, aſſiſted by them, and a few Hi- 
berians, who had been the companions of her 
fortune, ſoon recovered the poſſeſſion of her 
eſtate, She had, with various ſucceſs, frequent 
conflicts with Romulio, till on a preſſing oc- 
caſion, no leſs than the deſolation of his fields, 
and the burning of his villa being threatened 
by a northern rival, he was obliged to retire 
home, and to leave Ambroſia to maintain her 
own cauſe after the beſt manner ſhe could. 
Notwithſtanding all the precautions he had 
taken to ſecure her ſafety, Ferguſia and the 
Tholians no ſooner were informed of his de- 
parture, than glad of an opportunity to diſ- 
charge their fury, they demoliſhed all Ro- 
mulio's walls and fortifigations; and after hav- 
ing routed the oppoſing Ambroſians, who, 
mindful of their former military glory, made 
a very brave reſiſtance, covered that part of 
the eſtate, which lay contiguous to them, with 
ruin and devaſtation. Ambroſia, in the moſt 
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lamentable ſituation 3 for ſhe had no 


hopes of appealing her mercileſs ſiſter, diſ- 
patches a courier to Romulio, with a letter, 
wherein ſhe implores his aſſiſtance in the moſt 
melting terms ; telling him, that, hemmed in 


by the lake on one fide, and harraſſed by her 
barbarous and inexorable relations on the other, 


ſhe muſt ſoon fall a ſacrifice to her deſpair, 
unleſs ſhe ſhould once more have the happi- 
neſs of ſeeing him in Albania, to the confu- 
ſion of her enemies, and her own inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction. Though Romulio wanted not in- 
clination to relieve his beloved Ambroſia, ſuch 


was the ſituation of his affairs at home, that 


he was obliged to content himſelf with only 
ſending her his beſt advice, a favour which 
at that time could but little avail her, as ſhe 
wanted both reſolution and power to put it in 
practice. 


though ſevere enough, were not ſo hard as 
ſhe expected from a temper ſo implacable and 
full of reſentment. The terms were chtefly 


theſe. In the firſt place, That ſhe ſhould have 
no further commerce with Romulio, nor any 
other ſtranger ; 'That ſhe ſhould have the ſame 
enemies and friends with Ferguſia and the 
Tholians; That ſhe ſhould cede all that part 


of her eſtate which lay north of the river 
Bumer 


She had, therefore, no choice but 
to ſubmit to the terms of her ſiſter, which, 
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Bumer to the conquerors ; and laſtly, That 
ſhe ſhould pay them an annual ſum as an 
acknowledgment for the great lenity of the 
above conditions, 

Few, ſurely, will blame Ambroſia for catch- 
ing the firſt opportunity in her power to diſ- 
ſolve this ſhameful contract. Quite weary of 
the encroachments and over-bearing diſpoſi- 
tion of her ſiſter, ſhe privately invited Ange- 
licus, ſon to Germanicus, a gentleman who 


poſſeſt large domains in the neighbourhood 
of her father Gallicius, to come over to her 


aſſiſtance. This youth was of a very ſtern 


and warlike, but at the ſame time of a noble 


and engaging preſence; he was juſt gone abroad 
in queſt of adventures when he received Am- 
broſia's meſſage. Stimulated, perhaps, more 


by ambition, for ſhe had offered him a hand- 


ſome ſettlement in a pleaſant corner of her 


eſtate, than compaſſion for diſtreſſed beauty, 
he flew to her relief, and in a ſhort time ex- 
pelled Ferguſia and the Tholians. Ambroſia 


punctually performed her promiſe to the young 
adventurer; ſhe gave him large and opulent 


poſſeſſions out of the very beſt of her eſtate. 
She now deemed herſelf ſecure in his protec- 
tion, from the oppreſſion of her neighbours, 
as well as from the outrag.s of ſtrangers, or 


robbers; and ſecure in a great degree ſhe was. 


rom 
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from both the one and the other. But all this 
while ſhe had never dreamt of her danger 
from Angelicus, who, not contented with his 
allotment, wanted to have her whole eſtate in 


his poſſeſſion, and to uſe her juſt as Romulio 
had done before. She had involved herſelf 


in ſuch a ſeries of misfortunes by her com- 


pliance with Romulio, and knew now fo well 
what it was to be a miſtreſs, that the moſt 
diſtant proſpect of this excited all her indigna- 
tion ; and marriage with a perſon of Ange- 
licus's religion and ſentiments, not to mention 
the diſagreement of his language and manners 
with hers, the knew to be impracticable. She, 


therefore, without further heſitation, immediate- 


ly diſpatched a meſſenger to Ferguſia, with pro- 
poſals for an accommodation of differences, and 
a renewal of their friendſhip. - Ferguſia, who 
had good reaſons for her former ſeverity, as 


will plainly appear from the foregoing part of 


our ſtory, now felt all the ſiſter return to her 
breaſt ; ſhe ſincerely ſympathiſed with Am- 


broſia in her diſtreſs, for the found that ſhe 


had now no intention to introduce a ſtrange 
malter into Albania, and that her own honour, 
innocence, and independance, could 'run no 
riſk by ſupporting her cauſe : ſhe, therefore, 


gave her to underſtand, that ſhe was thorough- 
ly reconciled to her; that ſhe would aſſiſt her 


to 
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to the utmoſt extent of her power; and that, fo 
long as ſhe ſhould continue to conſult the dig- 
nity of her houſe, and the honour of her cha- 
racter, notwithſtanding all that was paſt, ſhe 
might depend on her defending that ſhare 
which ſhe had in the blood of Gallicius 
with the laſt drop of her own. Ambroſia, 
for her part, was not defective in proteſtations 
of repentance, and of ſiſterly affection. And, 
indeed, their conduct with reſpect to each ano- 
ther, from that time, has afforded very little 
room to ſuſpect their ſincerity. As for the 
Tholians, they, from this period, till their utter 
extirpation by Ferguſia, diſcovered an incon- 
ſtancy and perfidy in their attachments alto- 
gether unaccountable; ſometimes leaguing 
with Ferguſia, ſometimes with Ambroſia, and 
ſometimes with Angelicus, juſt as their caprice 
or their intereſt diſpoſed them, Ambroſia, 
and her ſiſter, made ſhift to keep Angelicus 
within moderate bounds ; though they always 
found him a very troubleſome, and ſometimes 
a cruel and unjuſt neighbour. He was con- 
tinually receiving ſupplies from his father Ger- 
manicus, and of theſe he certainly made good 
uſe, in inlarging his eſtate, and in raifing his 
power, His principles, for he was then a free- 
thinker, permitted him to go almoſt any length 
in the gratification of his paſſions or the ad- 
e © W vance- 
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vancement of his ind, and had it not been 
for the native greatneſs and generoſity of his 


mind, which, in ſpite of his bad education, 


rendered him till amiable, his barbarity and 


| haughtineſs would have beenquite inſupportable. 


Ambroſia, forgetting that ſhe had invited him in- 
to her poſſeſſions, and that he was indeed juſtly 


entitled to that portion of them which ſhe had 


allotted him, entered into a reſolution, in con- 


cert with her ſiſter and the Tholians, who at 


that time happened to ſway to her fide, to ex- 


pel him out of Albania, They had ſeveral very 


bloody encounters ; in all which, Ambroſia and 


her allies were victorious : and poor Angelicus 
was reduced indeed to a very low'pitch ; his 


haughty ſpirit being forced to ſuccumb fo far 
as to ſubmit to the paying of rent for his farm ; 


when propitious fate, which often, in an un- 
expected and ſurpriſing manner, befriends the 


brave, threw a bone of contention among the 
allies, and once more turned their weapons a- 
gainſt one another. 


Angelicus now had time to recruit his ex- 


hauſted ſpirits; he ſoon recovered his ſtiength, 
and, with redoubled vigour, laid ſo well about 
him, that Ambroſia was fain to retire to a ſmall 
hilly corner of her eſtate, leaving all the reſt to 


him, and Ferguſia was glad to fit {till in the 
peaceable poſſeſſion of hers, without attempting 
- any 
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any thing further againſt him. His next ſtep 


was to diftribute the rich and ample fields which 
his valour had won, among ſuch of his people as 
had ſerved him beſt in his exigency. He ſet 
no fewer than ſeven ſtewards reſpectively over 
as many alotments; all which were lords in 


their ſeveral diſtricts, and only accountable to 


him for their management. Having taken pro- 
per meaſures for the regulation of his family, 
he begun now to turn his thoughts to religion 
and ſtudy ; and what could not be effected by 
all the ſolicitations and threats of the filters, 
next to the influence of heaven, his own re- 
flection and good ſenſe brought about. He 


became a Chriſtian, He had hitherto been 
a moſt virulent oppoſer of that way, asjudging 


it mean and unworthy of the dignity of his 
nature; but this he ſoon diſcovered to proceed 
from ignorance and prejudice. He therefore 
applied himſelf to ſtudy it ; and, that it might 
appear that he never did things by halves, his 
towering genius generally carrying him to the 
higheſt gradation of whatever he undertook, 
he quickly became not only ſkilled in its deep- 
eſt myſteries himſelf, but was its principal or- 


nament and champion, and warmly recom- 


mended the practice thereof to others. Am- 
broſia begun to conſider him in a different 


light; and F erguſia, to encourge and promote 


2 
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his purpoſes i in favour of Chriſtjanity, ſent him 


ſeveral of her chaplains to inſtruct his people, 


They were received with gratitude, and heard 
with attention. The very ſtewards thought it 


not below them, nor inconſiſtent with their 


office, to become their interpreters to the te- 


nants and their familes who did not underſtand 


the Ferguſian language: and, in a ſhort time, 
the whole Angelican tribe became zealous pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity. As an inſtance of their 
forwardneſs, during the time that they were 
governed by ſeven ſtewards, no leſs than thirty 
of theſe ſtewards reſigned their places, and 
became hermits, that they might, undiſturbed 


by the vanity of the world, devote themſelves 
to the pure, exalted, and bliſsful ſervice A 


religion. 

Mean while . aroſe ſo high, be- 
tween Ferguſia and the Tholians, that they 
ſeemed to tend quickly towards an open rup- 
ture. Ferguſia, who had received innumerable 
inſtances of their plodding, ſelfiſh, and perfidi- 


ous inclination, during her late differences with 


her neighbours, regarded them with diffidence 
and concealed reſentment, only waiting a pro- 
per occaſion to make her diſſatisfaction appear. 


The Tholians, on the other hand, were jealous 
of her power and intereſt ; and, prompted by 


pride and cnvy, thoſe vices of little ſouls, be- 


un 


LR 
gun again to entertain hopes of driving her out 
of Albania. For this purpoſe they ſolicited the 
aſſiſtance of Angelicus ; repreſented her to him 
in the moſt odious light, as a ſavage, cunning, 
and malicious virago, perpetually uneaſy within 
herſelf, and watching inceſſantly, like a tygreſs 
over her prey, for an opportunity to invade 
the property of her neighbours: in fine, that 
Albania copld never be at eaſe, till ſhe were 
expelled, - Angelicus, intent on the improve- 
ment of his eſtate, which was already large 
enough for his purpoſes, and the inſtruction of 
his family, heard theſe malicious inſinuations 
with great unconcernedneſs, and perhaps with 
ſome contempt for the reporters, In this ap- 
plication, therefore, they found themſelves dit- 
appointed, It was not long after this, when 
an occaſion offered on which theſe northern 
rivals, for rivals now they were, might diſcharge 
all their rancour at each other. The Tholian 
ſteward dying, the right of ſucceſſion devolved 
to Palinus, who, at that time, happened to 
be Fergulia's ſteward, And here it is to be 
. obſerved, that all the Albanian ſtewardſhips 
have ever been held by hereditary right, ſub- 
ject to certain reſtrictions, and, as is natural 
to ſuppoſe, ſtill at the diſpoſal of the lord of 
the manor. The Tholians rejected Palinus with 
great ſpite and diſdain; ſwearing, that they 
„ | would 
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would ſubmit to the ſtewardſhip of no firanger; 
but that, of all men, they moſt deteſted a Fer- 
guſian. Ferguſia, thus injured and affronted 
in the perſon of her ſteward, thought of no- 


thing but revenge. Nor were the Tholians 
leſs inflexible in their jealouſy and hatred, Pre- 


parations were made, on both ſides, for an en- 
gagement. They met; and tis impoſſible to 


deſcribe the rage and fury with which they 


cloſed. After an obſtinate fight, and a very 
bloody field, fortune at laſt determined in fa- 


vour of the Tholians. Palinus, and ſeveral of 


his attendants, were made priſoners ; all of whom 


were cruelly put to death; and Palinus's head 
fixed, as · a trophy of their victory, on a pole at 
the entrance to one of their villages. This in- 
ſernal barbarity ſo exaſperated Ferguſia, that, 


with eyes ſtreaming, partly through grief for 
the loſs of her people, and partly through in- 


dignation and contempt of her enemy, ſhe 


vowed a ſudden and ſevere chaſtiſement. The 
Ferguſians beheld the tears of their miſtreſs with 
emotion and pious concern ; and, though they 
were in a very weak condition, being ſcarcely 
recovered from the bruiſes they had received in 
their late ſcuffle, and much diminiſhed in their 


number, they chearfully agreed to go under the 


direction of Kethennus, who was now their 


te ward, and once more try their ſtrength 
n : 
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againſt the Tholians. It was, in a great mea- 
ſure, owing to the good conduct of Kethennus, 
a leader equally renowned for his wiſdom and 
courage, that in this deſperate combat they 
proved victorious: though the Tholians had 
aſſembled to the fray (their very women not 
excepted) every one that was able to throw a 
ſtone, or ſuſtain the weight of a club. The 
Ferguſians, inſpired with a violent deſire of 
avenging the murder of their late excellent 
ſteward and his companions, made ſuch good 
uſe of their ſwords, that they were all cut to 
Pieces on the ſpot, excepting a few, who, to 
eſcape the fury of the conquerors, threw 
themſelves into a river, and were drowned. 
The few Tholians, that, not being preſent in 
the conflict, ſtill ſurvived, fled with terror and 
precipitation to Angelicana, leaving their houſes 
and lands to be ſeized by the Ferguſians. 
There, rather for the fake of his own intereſt, 
than prevailed on by their earneſt entreaties, 
Angelicus conſented to eſpouſe their cauſe 
againſt Ferguſia. He conſidered her as a neigh- 
bour much more formidable than the Tholians, 
and thought it prudent to repreſs her power in 
the bud. Notwithſtanding the weakneſs of her 
preſent condition, ſhe made a much more no- 
ble reſiſtance than he expected; ſhe even foiled 
him in the firſt encounter; but, at laſt, ver- 
A powered 
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powered by ſuperior ſtrength and addreſs, was 
obliged to yield him all that portion of her 


eſtate which lay ſouth of the old ruinous wall 
before- mentioned. This Angelicus annexed to 


the moſt northerly of his ſtewardſhips, peo- 


pled with ſome of the hardieſt and braveſt of 


his family, and put that part, which bordered 


on her, in a ſtate of defence, Ferguſia was 
ſcarcely more ſorry for the loſs of her land, than 
glad that ſhe was thus rid of her envious neigh- 


bours the Tholians: who, baulked in their ex- 


pectation of being replaced in their farms, and 
attempting to raiſe commotions in Angelicus's 


family, were, by him, put to death as common 


malefactors, all except a few who found means 
to make their eſcape in a fiſhing-boat, and 


were received, on account of the information 


they brought, by Nadus, of whom we ſhall 
have occaſion to ſpeak, in the ſequel of our 


It was not long after this, before Angelicus 
was made very uneaſy on account of ſome 


differences arifing among his ſtewards, about 


precedence, each claiming a ſuperiority over 


the reſt: ſo that he was obliged to diſcard 


them, and appoint one to govern his family 
and manage his eſtate, Their diſputes had put 


his houſe in a ferment, and had even occaſion- 


ed ſome bloodſhed. Ferguſia, thinking this a 
| | 92 5 proper 


1251 
proper opportunity to retrieve her loffes, had 
not only reduced thoſe Angelicans, who inha- 
bited the fouthern part of her eſtate, under her 
 fabjection, but had penetrated a good way into 
 Angelicus's territories; when Nadus, taking 
advantage of this tottering ſituation: of affairs, as 
it had been repreſented to him by the fugitive 
Tholians, threw aver a great body of his men, 
attacked Ferguſia, and was diſcomfited. Upon 
this, Nadus betook himſelf to his boats, and 
landed in a defenceleſs part of Angelicus's 
eſtate ; where, as there was nd conſiderable force 
to oppoſe him, he treated the feve inhabitants 
that he found with the utmott barbarity. Thi- 
ther, out of the averſion that fhe always had 
for ſtrangers, Ferguſia perſued him; where, 
being joined by Angelicus, who hy this time 
had collected his forces, the gigantick and bar- 
barous Nadus received a fignal defeat. An- 
gelicus was fo pleaſed with this generons be- 
haviour in Fergufia, that he not only yielded 
up all pretenſions to any part of her eſtate, 
but like wiſe conferred on her, as a reward for 
her good ſervice againſt the Nadians, a very 
confiderable part of his own ; only on condi- 
tion, that her ſteward "ERP do homage for 
it to his, as an acknowledgment of its being 
part of his domains. The Angelicans, that in- 
habited this quarter, were rcadily admitted into 
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the number of her clients; for, at that time, ſhe 
abounded more in land than tenants, and was 
very glad to have her power increaſed by ſo 
valuable an acceſſion. Their farms were con- 
firmed to them, and they were united with 
the Ferguſians in name and in privileges. The 
only inconvenience that remained was their 
uſing a different language. To remove this, the 


appointed her ſteward to refide chiefly among 


them, to honour them as. the beſt of her te- 
nants, and to have the Angelican tongue ſpoken 
conſtantly in his houſe. From this time then, 
as theſe people have always been called, in a 


more reſtricted ſenſe, Ferguſians, the original 
Ferguſians ſoon after, for diſtinction's ſake, aſ- 
ſuming an additional name, that dialect of the 


Angelican language, which they ſpeak, has been 
called the Ferguſian language. And, indeed, 


it hath ſo diffuſed itſelf over the reſt of Fergu- 


ſiana, that, on a moderate computation, there 
will not be found above one ninth part of the 
Ferguſians who ſpeak the Celtiberian, or ancient 
Ferguitan tongue. This, we imagine, is chiefly 
owing to the following circumſtances. In the 
firſt place, as we have already obſerved, the 


ſtewards have always encouraged the ſpreading 


of the Angelican language; have granted all 
their leaſes, had their records written, laws 


promalgated, and, in ſhort, all their buſineſs 


tranſ- 
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tranſacted in that tongue. In conſequence of 
this, all works of learning or wit, as alſo ſer- 
mons, and other moral performances, have 
been compoſed in that or the Romulian lan- 
guage. And, in a word, from the above-men- 
tioned period, it has been over the greater part 
of Ferguſiana, the language of Knol gen- 
tlemen, and traders. For there is nothing ori- 
ginal to be found in the Celtiberian tongue, 
beſides the rude indigeſted ſongs of the bards; 
and, indeed, very few of them in writing, it 
being, as we are informed by one of Romulio's 
champions, who was alfo a great ſcholar, one 
of the maxims of theſe folks, to commit very 
little to paper, chooſing rather; that their 
rhapſodics ſhould remain imprinted on the 
memory. But I know not how we have wan- 
dered from the thread of our ſtory. It is not 
to be wondered at, that this honourable treat- 
ment gained the hearts of Ferguſia's new clients: 
nothing is more certain than, that, from that 
time to this, they have ever been moſt firmly 
devoted to her honour, intereſt, and happineſs ; 
have bled moſt in her cauſe, and moſt advanced 
her fame among ſtrangers, by their atchieve- 
ments in all the arts of peace and of war. 
Ferguſia was now in flouriſhing circum- 
ſtances, beloved and reſpected by her neigh- 


an and dreaded by her enemies, yet, in 
| Ez theſe 
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tack u cu ee did Hibera, without pro- 


wocation, think proper to exaiperate ber by ra- 


waging the farms of ſame Ferguſian tenants, 
and commutting ſeveral outrages on the oppo- 


lite Albanian banks. Ferguſia immediately 


made a deſcent on Iberia, ſubdued the whole 


aſland, and proteſting to the principal of Hi- 
bera's family, that ſhe had no hoſtile inten- 


tions againſt her relation, but only wanted to | 


5 for the inſult that the had offered; 


left the eſtate under the direction of certain 
tutors and deputies, to govern under herſelf, 


till Juch time as Hibera ſhould recover the uſe 
of her reaton. . 

It was Jikewiſe about this time that Ferguſia 
entered into an agreement with Francillo, who 
Was now, either by ſucceſſion as he pretended, 


or by violence as others alledge, poſſeſt of the 


oreateſt part of Gallicius's domains. In this 
agreement it was ſtipulated, that either party 
ſhould ſupport the other, in cafe of danger, 


with life, fortune, and intereſt. An engage- 


ment which has been but too faithfully per- 
formed on Ferguſia's part, as the very regilters 


f Francitlo's family {till teſtify. Much of ber 


beit blood has been ſhed, and much -of her 
{irength exhauſted in bis quarrels; the moſt 
glorious of his victories have been owing to 
the mncttle of ber auxillary bands, and, perhaps, 
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Kar the figure he has lately made, he is not 4 
little indebted to her former friendſhip. Nor 
did ſbe ever ſwerve in the ſmalleſt article from 
the performance of her engagements, till the 


diſcovered his bate and treacherous deſigns, to 
ruin and enſlave her, For his part, he ſent 


her fiddlers, dancers, buffoons, and juggling 
prieſts, a generation of mortals ſo very oppolite 
to the genius of her peaple, that ber ſtewards 
frequently had their houſes pulled down about 
their ears by the incenſed rabble, for attempt- 
ing to encourage them. And whillt Angelicus 
juſtly enraged at her preferring an unnatural 
aſſociation with an infinuating, cunning, and 


| ſelfiſh ſop to his friendſhip, wrought her de- 


ſtruction a thouſand ways, her champion 


ſcarcely ever had the courage, or the genero- 


lity, to draw his ſword in her behalf. Indeed, 
poor Ferguſia ſeems to have been under the 
influence of ſome baleful ſtar, or ſubjected to 
the power of ſome irreſiſtible enchantment 
during her attachment to this undermining 
ſubtle fon, who, whatever he pretended, does 
not appear evcr iv have Lad any thing in view 
but ſerving his own purpoſes by her, Her reaſons 
for making and continuing this unhappy league 


with Francillo were principally theſe : In the 


firſt place ſhe imagined, that a reſource of this 
nature would enable her the better to. make 
| | head 
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head againſt Angelicus, in caſe he ſhould 1 
be diſpoſed to plot her ruin. For the re- 


membrance of her father's admonition, added 
to. her own taſte, prevented her entertaining 
any thought of marriage at that time, nor had 
Angelicus as yet made one overture tending 
this way. She thought, as Francillo lived on 
the other ſide of the lake, he could not rea- 
ſonably be ſuſpected of harbouring bad deſigns 
againſt her perſon, or her fortune, and there- 
fore could not be improper for her purpoſe. 
But that which actually ſwayed moſt with her, 
though, perhaps, ſhe herſelf was ſcarcely ſen- 
ſible of it, was this. However ſhe might af- 
fect virginity, ſhe was ſtill a woman, ſhe was 
fond of being loved and adored; Francillo could 
eaſily accommodate himſelf to this humour, 
and this was the real ſoundation of their friend- 
ſhip. A fair word was always ſufficient to 
make her riſk every thing, but her honour and 
independance, for him; and, toys excepted, 
fair words were all that he ever beſtowed on 
her. Angelicus, on the other hand, though a 
man of infinitely more beauty and merit, has 
always been, eſpecially at the firſt encounter, 
a little rough in his manner, and has a ſoul in- 


capable of making empty profeſſions, even to 


the ladies themſelves; on the contrary, he 


uſed ſometimes to rally her on her violent paſ- 


lion 


\ 


E 

ſion for being beloved, as ſhe had no deſign 
of marrying, and no turn for intrigue. He 
likewiſe attempted to mortify her by extolling 
the learning, ſenſe, and courage, of his own 
people above thoſe of hers, Thus, while An- 
gelicus courted admiration, and ſhe aimed at 
love, they inſenſibly became rivals, and in the 
iſſue enemies to each other. Mean time it 
cannot be denied, that her league with Fran- 
cillo contributed ſomewhat to ſupport her fa- 
vourite independance ; but this happened mere- 
ly. by a lucky concurrence of circumſtances, 
and not from any fincere endeavours of his to 
make good the articles of his agreement. But 
of this enough for our preſent purpoſe. 

As Ferguſia's former laudable behaviour, 
and the happy conſequences attending it, were 
principally owing to the wiſe and ſalutary 
maxims of a good ſteward, ſo the following 
unjuſtifiable proceeding is chiefly to be attri- 
buted to the pernicious influence of a bad one. 
Nadus, though defeated in his firſt attempt, 
gave not over his enterpriſe. He returned to 
the attack, and in order, as he imagined, to 
ſecure ſucceſs, made his court to Ferguſia in 
ſuch a manner, that ſhe conſented to aſſiſt him 
againſt Angelicus. This vile and diſgraceful 
combination Angelicus regarded with deteſta- 
tion and contempt; reſolved to make a ſtout 
| puſh. 
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puffr for liberty and glory, he fent forth Bis 


combatants under the auſpices of the gallant 
Stanathelas, at that time his ſte ward, and, to- 
the ſhame and confuſion of Ferguſia, and her 
new aſſociate, obtained a compleat victory. 
This deferved infamy, with the perfidy of Na- 
dus which followed thereupon, gave Ferguſia 
an opportunity of feeing her owr conduct in 
its proper light. She conſidered herſelf as 
having acted an ungrateſul part to a man, who, 
though proud, and ſometimes inſolent, was, 


great honour, for the fake of an ithterate bar- 
barian, who had firſt drawn her into the net, 
and then left her to get out of it as ſhe might. 
She bluthed at her own weakneſs, in being fo 
over-reached by fach a wight; and, to be even 


with hb: :cfoived for the future, ww defiance. 


of his * to confider him perpetually 
as her erecny. 

In fome ſuccceding ſtewrardſſiips Angelicus 
was leſs fortunate itt his combats with Nadus ; 


who, like the cacth-borre giants of antiquity, 


fecmed to gather ſtrength from his falls. He 
made, indeed, z brave defence; and, zealous. 
for the preſervation of his freedom and honour, 
had almoſt his whole eſtate dyed in blood be- 


tore he would yield any part of his territories 
to Nadus ; but, at Eft, his coffers being almoit 


en- 
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entirely exhauſted, and all his youth cruelly 


| butchered, he was obliged to acknowledge the 
ſuperiority of his rival, and even to ſubject 


his family and fortunes to the government of 


a Nadian ſteward, The affairs of Angelicus 


being in this melancholy. ſituation, Ferguſia 
was obliged to ſuſtain the attacks of Nadus 
alone. His aſſaults, however fierce, were re- 


pelled with ſuch vigour, that, after having left 


the flower of his warriours to glut the Fergu- 
ſian cagles, he always returned home loaded 
with grief and ignominy. Many, hazardous 
and bloody, were the combats fought between 
this giant and Ferguſia, and ſhe made many nar- 
row eſcapes from falling into his hands, but 


her invincible obſtinacy at length diſcouraged 


him, and, it is ſaid, that failing in his laſt at- 


tempt againſt her, and returning to Nadia with 


a heart full of grief for the loſs of a power- 
ful body of men that he had carried over to 
invade her, he made a folemn oath, never to 


viſit Fergufiana in a hoſtile manner again, 
Ferguſia, undoubtedly, deſerves great praiſe 


for the heroic and almoſt unparalleled reſiſtance 
that ſhe made againſt this formidable ene- 
my. To be more particular, would be incon- 
ſiſtent with our deſign; but whoever reads 
the regiſter of thoſe: tninſRions; will meet 
with ſtriking inſtances of the great efficacy of 

=, a Vir 
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a virtuous reſolution, She had, ſuppoſing it 
impoſſible to conquer, but two choices, either 
to ſubmit to a cruel and imperious tyrant, or 
to die in maintaining her honour and inde- 
pendance. She preferred the laſt of theſe, and 
was rewarded with ſucceſs. Nor is this ſtrange, 
ſince a fixt and determinate reſolution to ſtand 
with the right, or to die in the defence of it, 
has ſeldom, if ever, been known to fail. The 
paths of virtue, though frequently arduous and 
rugged, are plain and obvious; here one is in 
no danger of loſing the way. Whereas there 
is no end of the intricacies of vice, and if we 
once, deviate from the ſtraight road of our 
duty, we immediately fall into the maze, and 
heaven only knows where it may lead us. 
During the adminiſtration of the Nadian 
ſtewards, matters were generally in ſuch a 
troubleſome ſtate at home with Angelicus, that 
little or nothing could be attempted by him 
abroad. A haughty and aſſuming race of men 
2fterwards ſucceeded to this high commiſſion. 
They had been maſters of certain territories 
on the Gallician bank, and pretending a right 
of ſucceſſion by marriage, while the affairs 
of Angelicus were unhappily in diſorder, in- 
truded themſelves into this office, much againſt 
his inclination, Ferguſia, who had been well 
uſed by the ancient Angelican ſtewards, had 
eſpouſed 
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eſpouſed their cauſe, when they were in diſ- 
treſs, with her uſual warmth, firſt againſt the 
Nadian ſtewards, and then againſt theſe Gal- 
licians; and on their ſeating themſelves in 
the chair of honour, ſhe expected, that their 
reſentment would difcover itſelf, In this ſhe 


Was not deceived ; for William, the firſt Gal- 


lician ſteward, after having uſed the Angeli- 
cans, the innocent and unhappy victims of his 


power and rage, with unheard-of barbarity and 


inſolence, next ſet himſelf to conquer Fergu- 
ſiana. But here fate befriended him not; for 
after many endeavours to gain his point, he 
was forced to deſiſt, with the ſole ſatisfggtion 
of having given his enemy a little uneaſineſs. 
As injuftice and oppreſſion are ever timorous, 


the conſciouſneſs of having maletreated the 


Angelicans rendered this tyrannical ſteward ex- 
tremely ſuſpicious of them. Nor were his 


| ſuſpicions altogether without foundation; for, 


not to mention. the torrents of blood that they 
had ſhed in oppoſing his ſucceſſion, they could, 
not eaſily fit. ſtill under the ſtewardſhip of a 


man who ſeemed not to conſider them in any 
other light than as a flock abandoned by deſti- 


ny to his ſhocking and inhuman butcheries. 


He was in ſuch continual fear of an inſurrec- 


tion, that he put numbers of brave, worthy, 


and amiable Angelicans to death, in a manner 
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too horrid to mention, converting their farms 
to his uſe, and their houſes to dung-hills, for 
no otber crime than being honeſt, They were 
too noble, and to good, to behold the ſuffer- 
ings of their brethren unmoved, and there- 
fore fell a prey to his infernal and bloody jea- 
louſy. Sad ſcene, indeed, where the hands of 
courage are faſt bound by tyranny and violence, 
where the mouth of truth is gagged, and her 
beauteous face covered with a vail, where in- 
nocence is trampled under foot, and fair celeſtial 
virtue lies bleeding on the ground. Though 
every drop of ink were blood, and though that 
blood were drawn from the crimſon fountain 
which ſupplies this vital frame, though our 
genius were Shakeſpeare's, and the powers of 
language were at our command, yet we ſhould 
deem it a taſk too arduous to repreſent the 
dolctul ſpectacle of a worthy people groaning 
and expiring under the oppreſſion of a miſ- 
chievous and lawleſs ſteward, Where merit 
1s a crime, and there is no life for the righteous, 
mult be a ſcene of horror indeed. Such a tace 
of things, ungracious William, did thy ſteward- 
ſhip exhibit, and for this may thy e 
never be wiped away. 

Whilſt Angelicus, bowed down under the 
preſſure of his troubles, ſpent the day in bitter 
reflections, and the night in unavailing tears, 

could 
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could he have foreſeen the happineſs that was 
to ariſe to him out of theſe direful calamities, 
he would have ceaſed to bewail the ſeverity 
of his fate. Thoſe of his brave domeſticks, 
whoſe lives had been devoted to the ſervice of 
his houſe, were received into regions of bliſs, 
where virtue is prized and rewarded, and where 
the ſword of the tyrant reaches not. Such as 
ſurvived the cruelty of their oppreſlors, for hea- 
ven cut ſhort the period of their eng 
calling them, | 


Unbouſel'd, unanointed, unanneal'd, 


to receive their ſentence at his impartially righ- 
teous bar, had catched the departing ſpirit of 
the martyrs. And the ſucceeding ſtewards, be- 
ſides that having now received, by marriage, a 
rich ſtream of the ancient Angelican and Fer- 
guſian blood into their hearts, they had leſs 
inclination towards oppreſſion, found it impoſſi- 
ble any longer to act the tyrant, unleſs they had 
a mind to domineer over deſolate fields and 
uninhabited villages. For no Angelican heſi- 
tated to lay down the life of the mortal, in 
order to maintain the liberties of the man. 
Could Angelicus, I ſay, have foreſeen the bright 
and glorious day that was to ariſe, out of his 
former dark and ſtormy night, he would have 
exulted in the proſpect, But 


Heaven 
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Heaven, from all creatures, hides the book of fate, 
All but the page preſcrib'd their preſent ate. 


The ſucceſſors of theſe Gallician tormentors, as 
they were, both by blood and education, be- 
come Angelicans, ſoon yielded up all their ill- 
gotten power ; confirmed, to the tenants, their 
lives, liberties, and properties ; and governed 
with the ſpirit of fathers and benefactors. They 1 
did not, however, weakly and tamely, give up ß 
the dignity and authority of their oftice. Theſe 
they conſidered as neceflary to preſerve the 
eſteem and veneration of the people, and to 

| ſupport the laws of the ſociety, which it was 
their buſineſs to ſee impartially executed, with- 
out fear or favour. They knew, that, as the 
tenants had a right from heaven, to expect 

Juſtice, encouragement, and protection from 
them, ſo they themſelves had a right, from 
the ſame univerſal lawgiver, to demand love, 
obedience, and ſubmiſſion, from the tenants. 
That it was for the intereſt of Angelicus, that 
a good underſtanding ſhould always ſubſiſt be- 
tween them ; and that this could never happen, 
if the one party ſhould pretend to encroach on 
the privileges or prerogatives of the other. 
And, ſurely, if it be ſhocking to have the lives 
and fortunes of thouſands of worthy men at the 
diſpoſal of one capricious fool, or bloody villain, 
it is no leſs ridiculous for every ſhepherd with his 

. | crook, 
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crook, and cobler with his aw], to pretend to 


dictate to his ſteward; to preſcribe rules for 
the government of his family ; to point out 
the very ſecretaries and clerks that they would 


have him employ; to ſtint the number and 


conditions of his friends; and inſolently to bawl 
aloud their diſſatisfaction, if their ignorance, 


folly, and preſumption, is not gratified in every 


thing. It was under the ſtewardſhip of theſe 
heroes, always fatal for the ſons of Belial, to 


ſpit in the face of lawful authority, or to ſpurn 
at dignity. The licentious were made to tremble 


under the awful rod of heaven's and Angeli- 


cus's delegate ; and far from daring to inſcribe 


the overflowings of their luſts on the alcoves 


and benches, which, after the fatigues of buſi- 
_ neſs, uſed to be honoured with the facred and 


venerable preſence of the ſupreme officer, for 
in Anglicana the ſteward is ſuch both in civil 
and religious matters ; they preſumed not even 
to mutter them to the ſilent walls of their own 
paltry cottages. Such were the Harrys and 
Neds that ſucceeded the Gallician tyrants, the 
friends of truth, liberty, and merit, and the 
fathers of every good Angelican tenant ; they 
frankly gave out of their native condeſcenſion 
and bounty, not yielded through weakneſs and 
compliance, And as they abhorred being the 
oppreſſors and tyrants, ſo they diſdained being 

| | the 
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the bubbles of thoſe whom they knew to be 
obliged by the laws of ſociety, and of heaven, 
to obey them. 

Angelicus now with nimble pace advanced 
toward the meridian of his glory. His affairs 
had aſſumed a new face. He was happy 
within himſelf, and his grandeur and reputa- 
tion were exalted to a pitch which hitherto 
they had not known, He begun to extend 
his domains, and to enlarge the circle of his 
power ; and, in imitation of ſome of his opu- 
lent neighbours, he made his pleaſures ſubſer- 
vient to his intereſt, He quickly ſeduced and 
debauched Hibera, annexed her eſtate to his 
own territories, and in proportion as he found 
his conqueſt eaſy, treated her with the ſuper- 
ciljous lardlineſs of a keeper; but, attempting 
to uſe Anibroſia in the ſame manner, ſhe not 
only refuſed to grant him any criminal favours, 
but on his endeavouring to force "her com- 
pliance, ſne ſo handled him, that, convinced 
of her ſincerity, and deſpairing of accompliſh- 
ing his purpoſe, he was glad to purchaſe her 
friendſhip, and ſuffer her eſtate to be united to 
his, on terms equally advantageous for both, 
All this while he had maintained a mutual 
intercourſe of good offices with Ferguſia, whom 
he reſpected as his relation and friend, uſing 
her with much tenderneſs, and as a token of 


his 
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his regard, putting into her poſſeſſion ſeveral 
houſes and lands which adjoined to her eſtate. 
Nec unquam nomen Ferguſianum, creditur 
cc Angelicano fuiſſe conjunctius,” ſays the re- 
giſter. But magnanimous and ſuperior to his 
fortune as he was, his ſucceſſes at laſt begun to 
affect his temper. On account of ſome terri- 
tories, which he poſſeſſed in Galliciana, he had 
almoſt continual diſputes and quarrels with 

Francillo. Theſe quarrels were often the oc- 
caſion of bloody broils; in which, to his great 
honour, conſidering the vaſt odds againſt which 
he generally fought, he was, for the moſt part, 
victorious, This inceſſant bickering, between 
him and Francillo, produced an animoſity fo 

inveterate, that maugre the dictates of that ſa- 
cred religion which they profefied, it ſeemed 
not extinguiſhable, but with the ruin of either 
the one or the other. And, as Angelicus was, at 
that time, rather the more powerful of the two, 
he begun to conceive the deſign of conquering 
Francillo, and adding his cſtate to Angelicana. 
In order to this, he conſidered ths reduction 
of Ferguſia as neceſſary, on a double account. 
That, by this, ſhe would not only be prevented 
from ſending ſupplies, to Francillo, which her 
agreement obliged her to, but that her family 
and fortune would be a confiderable acceſſion 
to his own, could he, by any means, get her 
1 G into 
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into his poſſeſſion : and then concluded he, it 
would be a very eaſy matter to compleat the 
deſign of ſubduing Francillo. Thus prompted, 
more by ambition than luſt, he immediately 
ſet about the execution of his project; and, ha- 
ving firſt cunningly got her into a private place 
which was ſurrounded with a band of his own 
folks, he told her a long ſtory about his power, 
and the authority which nature had given him 
over her; that, though he might juſtly aſſume 
the character of a lord and maſter, yet he choſe 
rather to uſe the gentle and perſwaſive ſtile of 
the lover; and that, in fine, ſhe might eafily 
conjecture for what purpoſe he had called her 
into that private retreat. Ferguſia, ready to 
burſt with grief and indignation, conjured him 
to abſtain from an action that would ruin her, 
and fix an indelible blot on his own honour. 
You well know, ſaid the, that you have no 
other authority over me, than that of the fox 
over the lamb which he has entrapped. You 
may, if you pleaſe, make uſe of the power, that, 
by mean and unjuſtifiable methods, you have 
now got into your hands, to ruin an ihnocent 
maid : but, be aſſured, that no cunning, or vio- 
lence whatever, ſhall ever avail you, to make 
me part with that, the preſervation of which 
has been the principal care of my life, and 
which heaven has enabled me to defend againſt 

aſſail- 
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aſſallants more powerful than you. You may, 
perhaps, be permitted.to violate my body ; and, 
if you can be guilty of ſuch baſeneſs, it will 


certainly add very little to the glory of your 


triumphs, but you ſhall never ſubdue my mind. 


You may raviſh, barbarian, but you ſhall never 


obtain by conſent, Here, in ſpite of her for- 
titude, tears ſtopt her ſpeech ; and Angelicus, 
who is naturally compaſſionate, and an admirer 
of virtue in others, touched with her diſtreſs, 
and in love with her nobleneſs, would have 
laid aſide his deſign, had it not been for his 


ſteward, who had been preſent during the whole 


interview ; and prompted, perhaps, leſs by zeal 
for his maſter's glory and intereſt, than by his 


own private ambition, told him, withdrawing 


at the ſame time, that it would be a reflection 
on his manhood, if he neglected the oppor- 


tunity, which fortune had given him, to enjoy 


that ſtubborn beauty: for, added he, her ſa- 
vage prudery is now, as it always has been, 
the only obſtacle to your pleaſures, and to your 
greatneſs, This rouſed Angelicus's pride and 
defire, ſo effectually, that, addreſſing himſelf to 
the trembling Ferguſia, he told her, that he was 
reſolved no longer to be defeated in his pur- 
poſe ; and immediately attempted to. ſeize her. 
Defenceleſs as ſhe was, ſſie made a ſtout refliſt= 
ance, But, drenched in tears and blood, which 
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her ſtruggle had occaſioned, and which had 
not the power to move Angelicus, exhauſted 
nature ſinking under the agony, ſhe at laſt fell 
into a ſwoon. ——A ſwoon, methinks J hear the 
reader ſay, Why, this is what I expected.— 
Then, fir, you are not difappointed ; which, 
Whatever you may think of it, is more than 
Angelicus could ſay. For, as ſome ancient 
poetical deity, when his godſhip expected an 
armful of the nymph that he was in purſuit of 


O'er crapgy mountains, and thro* flow'ry fields, 


diſappointed by the envy of prudiſh powers, 
found that he graſped only a tree, a reed, or 
a ſtatue: ſo Angelicus, expecting the reward 
of this well-ſought ficld, found, to his great 
mortification, that he embraced a corpſe, in- 
ſtead of the object of his deſires. To add to 
his trouble and aſtoniſhment, the Ferguſians 
had got an inkling of this adventure; and, 
crowding round the place, attacked Angelicus's 
guard; cutting the greater number of them in 
pieces, while they tought very bravely in de- 
ferice of their maſter ; and had well nigh pene- 
trated to his own perſon. But fate, which had 
ſtill greater favours in reſerve from him, opened 
a way for him to eſcape; and ſo much had 
he his conqueſt at heart, that, even in this ex- 
tremity, he had obſtinacy enough to carry off 

the 
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the lady in his arms. On her recovery from 
the diſorder into which this ſcuffle had thrown 
her, he uſed her with great gentleneſs and re- 


ſpect. And, finding all his endeavours to ſeduce 


her, ineffectual, he generouſly diſmiſſed her, 
with many compliments on her virtue and ſpi- 
rit: and only accepted of a ſmall ſum, which 
ſhe inſiſted on paying him, in conſideration of 


the trouble he had taken on her account. 


About this time, Angelicus ſeems firſt to 


have entertained thoughts of being united to 
Ferguſia in the ſacred bond of matrimony ; her 


behayiour having ſo captivated him, that he 


could not be eaſy without her. And, though 


her fortune was conſiderably inferior to his, he 
began to perſwade himſelf, that the charms of 
her perſon, her inflexible virtue, and her ſteadi- 


neſs, might be an ample compenſation for that 


trifling defect. And that a lady, who had de- 
monſtrated ſuch an utter averſion to ſubjection 
as a miſtreſs, if once gained, might probably 
become a very faithful and dutcous wife. In 
this he was encouraged by the advices of his 
friends; who agreed, that, though ſhe could not 
bring him a proper equivalent in money, for a 


ſhare in his opulent patrimony, ſhe was by far 
the moſt ſuitable match for him of any of the 


neighbouring ladies. Beſides, the ſimilitude of 
her perſon and character to his, which, allow- 
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ing for the difference of ſex, they affirmed to 
be very ſtriking; her eſtate, they obſerved, 
though ſmall, and not very well cultivated, was 
unincumbered with debts; and her tenants 
brave, hardy, and truſty fellows, who, by what 
they had often done in defence of their miſtreſs's 
| honour and independance, had given a ſpecimen 
of what they would perform for a maſter of 
equal dignity and worth. And that, in ſhort, 
this marriage would, indiſputably, bring the 
whole iſland of Albania to a perfect union; and 
conſequently, by the bleſſing of heaven, would 
ſecure it effectually againſt all the deſigns of 
its adverſaries, however powerful or ſubtile 
they might prove. 
Many and various, however, were the ob- 
ſtructions that preſented themſelves to retard 
the ſucceſs of this ſcheme. They aroſe chiefly 
from the league, which till ſubſiſted between 
Ferguſia and Francillo. The artifices of the 
latter, long preſerved a ſecret diſtruſt and jea- 
| louſy betwixt the lovers. But, after having 
obſerved one good effect that proceeded from 
this, without dwelling on the ſubject of their 
feuds and heart-burnings, with the frightful 
conſequences that they ſometimes produced, 
we ſhall lay down the principal cauſes of their 
reconciliation ; and ſhall ſhew, how all differ- 
_ ences were at laſt accomodated, ſuſpicions re- 
- moved, 


1 
moved, and a happy, indiſſoluble conjunction 
of hearts and hands enſued, to the vaſt ſatis- 
faction of both parties, and the perpetual tran- 
quillity of Albania. 

During the long- continued quarrels between 
an. and Francillo, the former was hin- 
dered from reducing the latter under ſubjection, 
by Ferguſia's ſubſidiary bands; and had mar- 
riage, or even a thorough friendſhip, taken place 
at that time, betwixt the Albanian proprietors, 
at leaſt humanly ſpeaking, nothing could have 
prevented the ſubverſion of Francillo's houſe. 
The conſequence of this, moſt probably, would 
have been, that Angelicus allowing his ſteward 
do reſide in Francillana, as being moſt conve- 
nient for the tranſaction of the buſineſs of the 
two eſtates, of which, in that caſe, he would 
have been lord, Albania muſt ſoon have be- 
come only a ſort of appendix to Francillana. 
An appendix, I ſay; for how could it ever 
have maintained its liberty and independance, 
whilſt its own power would have been em- 
ployed againſt itſelf. Thus it is, that divine 
providence, in denying the gratification of our 
fond and fooliſh wiſhes, conſults our real ad- 
vantage, Let not, therefore, the Albanians la- 
ment, too bitterly, the blood that was often fo 
_ profuſely ſhed in the conteſt between Angeli- 
cus and Fergutia, hin the ons ſtrove for ſupe- 
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riority, and the other for independance. But 
rather, let them adore the wiſdom of heaven, 


which has turned it to ſuch an excellent ac- 


count; accepted it as a ſacrifice offered for the 
preſervation of its favourite iſle ; and made it 
a cement of the friendſhip of formerly con- 
tending, now reconciled parties. | 
Ihe cauſes that concurred to remove > every | 
obſtacle, and bring about the much-deſfired 
match, were principally theſe. In the firſt 
place, the diſſolution of Ferguſia's league with 
Francillo; and the affinity that aroſe, from inter- 
marriages, between the families of the Angeli- 
can and Ferguſian ſtewards. Next, the con- 
verſion of Angelicus and Ferguſia, at the ſame 
time, and partly by the ſame means, from the 
Roman catholick to the proteſtant faith; and 
the ſucceſſion of Ferguſia's ſteward to the 
ſtewardſhip of Angelicana. Add, to the fore- 
going, the vicinity and connection of their 
eſtates, nature ſeeming, by their ſituation, to 
have deſigned them for the poſſeſſion of one 
maſter : and the ſimilarity of their tempers and 
ſtudies, which, prejudices and an unfriendly 
emulation removed, excited firſt eſteem, and 
then an admiration that terminated in honoura- 
ble love. To enter a little more minutely into 
the detail of ſome particulars. e 


Ferguſia 
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.* Fergufia begun now to diſcover ſomething 
of the real character of her profeſſing friend. 
She found, that his proteſtations of love and 
honour, only intended to ſupply the defect of 
actions, vaniſhed without producing any good 
effect, like ſmoke in the empty air. And that, 
whatever he might promiſe, he would never 
part with his money, nor riſk a broken head, 
in her defence. But what tended moſt to open 
their eyes, and inflame her reſentment againſt 
him, was a fly attempt that he made to get 
her fatal lioneſs into his poſſeſſion. It was on 
the following occaſion. Ferguſia, as ſoon as 
this ferocious creature was grown up, being : 
ſenſible of her importance, had committed the 
keeping and management of her to the ſteward, 
with a ſtrict injunction to retain her at home: 
for, by this time, ſhe was become very formi- 
dable, and was Ferguſia's principal ſecurity 
againſt foes abroad, and the terror of domeſtic 
underminers of her felicity. Whenever ſhe 
was attacked, ſhe had nought to do but let 
| looſe her lioneſs on the aggreſſors; which 
_ uſually procured her either a comfortable peace, 
or a happy victory. — It happened that the 
Ferguſian ſteward, reſiding in Francillana, where 
ſhe had a great number of relations, and was at 
laſt married to the ſteward, Francillo pretend- 
Ing now a more intimate and tender friendſhip 
5 H | - than 
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than ever, ſent over a body of men to prevent, 
as he gave out, certain diſorders that were like- 

ly to ariſe in her family from ſome religious 
_ controverſies, and to ſecure her againſt the en- 
croachments of Angelicus ; who, from his near 
relation to her, and the proſpect that he had 
of getting a ſteward of her houſe, begun to in- 
termeddle very much in her affairs. Theſe men, 
acting in conſequence of their maſter's ſecret 
directions, beſides treating the Ferguſians not 
according to their cuſtomary fawning manner, 
which they imagined, as they were now to be 
conſidered as the lords of Ferguſiana, was no 
longer neceſſary, but with a great deal of in- 
ſolence and diſreſpect, induſtriouſly ſet about 
the execution of a ſcheme, that had been con- 
certed in Francillana, to ſteal and carry off the 
Ferguſian lioneſs: which lioneſs, the proprietor, 
during the abſence of her ſteward in Francilla- 
na, had placed under the care of certain of her 
principal tenants. But the Ferguſians were ap- 
priſed of their purpoſe, before they could get 
it accompliſhed; and, being joined by ſome 
Angelicans, who were ready at hand on this 
emergency, ſo drubbed Francillo's powdered N 
beaux, that they were glad to get away in their 

boats without the prey which they came in 
queſt of. And, having met with leſs ſucceſs 


than thoſe young Greeks who failed ſo far to 
pilfer 
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pilfer the golden fleece, were obliged to return 
with the mortification of having all the fine ſto- 
ries ſpoiled, with which they intended to enter- _ 
tain the ladies at the cloſe of their expedition, 
Moreover, the change that Ferguſia's reli- 
gious principles underwent about this time, con- 
tributed not a little to inſpire her with a diſguſt 
for Francillo. Notwithſtanding all her reve- 
rence for the ſacred character, the infernal 
maxims and flagitious lives of her prieſts were 
become too notorious to eſcape her obſervation. 
She found, that their principal aim was to en- 
ſlave the people, whom they were bound, by 
their profeſſion, to inſtruct; and to ſecure to 
themſelves that worldly power, which they 
affected to teach others to deſpiſe, That they 
wanted to domineer over the fortunes, lives, 
and conſciences of all orders; and to wallow, 
without controul, in the moſt criminal and 
beaſtly pleafures, which they purchaſed with 
the ſpoils of their flock, To add to their guilt 
and infamy, they pretended the authority of 
heaven for all this; as if the divine principle 
of good, could be the author and ſupporter of 
an iniquitous ſcheme to debaſe and ruin his ra- 
tional offspring. A prieſthood and a religion 


ol this fort, ſhe thought could not be too quick- 


ly rejected: ſhe, therefore, immediately re- 
nounced them, with indignation and contempt. 
= And, 


SPY 

And, ſo precipitate and violent were the me- 
thods u ich ſhe took, that, in this affair, ſhe 
has been cenſured perhaps uncharitably, as 
having been actuated by a frantick enthuſiaſm, 
which ſuffered her to obſerve no juſt meaſures 
in the reformation of her family. But, be this 
as it will, here ended her friendſhip with all 
Her Roman catholick acquaintances, among 
whom Francillo had been the chief; and a way 
was now opened for a more intimate and friend- 
ly correſpondence with Angelicus, who like 
wiſe was become a Proteſtant, though not quite 
ſo zealous as his female neighbour. 

To ſtrengthen the hands of Proteſtants, i 
encourage diſtreſſed virtue, and to rear truth 
and liberty from the ground, heaven raiſed a 
hoes ig of Angelicus's family, who, like an 

ngel ſent from above, ſpread day around her, 
diffipating the darkneſs of ignorance and ſuper- 
ſition, and bringing to light whatever tended 
to the inſtruction and improvement of man- 
kind. She had the majeſty of a monarch, the 
piety of a ſaint, and the preſence of a Cherub. 
She was made to be the deſtruction of popery, 
and its uſual concomitants, prieſtcraft and ſlave- 
ry. She was the ſtar that firſt illuminated the 
Albanian hemiſphere, after many days of pitchy. 
darkneſs; and the lights of ſeveral ſucceeding 
ones, ſeem but to have been the reflexion of 
EE © 
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her beams. To her Ferguſia was obliged for 
ſupport in the defence of thoſe principles which 
the had ſo lately and fo greedily imbibed ; and 
to her noble and vigorous efforts the united 
families of Angelicus, and Ferguſia, owe, in a 
great meaſure, that liberty in civil and religious 
matters which they now happily enjoy. Heaven 
was pleaſed, in approbation of her righteous. 
proceedings, to. bleſs her endeavours for the 
good of the people. Victory attended her ſteps, 
and her enemies fled before her, The papiſts, 
indeed, have attempted to blacken her cha- 
rater by falſe and malicious aſperſions, of 
Which they are generally very liberal; but, to 
every true Albanian, her memory will always 
be dear. Among the good, her praiſe will 
never die; and the virgin-ſteward, for ſuch 
ſhe was, will be remembered as the eſtabliſher 
of the proteſtant religion, the patroneſs of 
learning, and the friend of truth and n 

till time be no more. 

From the commencement of ne in ie 
tion Albania may be conſidered as having been 
governed by one ſteward; for ſhe was very 
high in Ferguſia's eſteem, and had in fact the 
chief hand in the direction of her affairs. To 
her the Ferguſian ſteward ſucceeded by here- 
ditary right; and, whether he therein con- 
ſulted his own eaſe in tranſacting the buſineſs 
| of 
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of the two eſtates, was led by his affection, 
as being a!moſt equally related to both fami- 
lies, or judged it for the mutual intereſt of 
his conſtituents, to effectuate the marriage of 
Angelicus and Ferguſia, and the union of their 
fortunes was one of the main ſtudies of his 
life. His want of ſucceſs in this deſign is to 
be aſcribed to the jealouſy of the one, and the 
diffidence of the other. Angelicus already be- 
gun to conſtrue every little favour, beſtowed, 
by the ſteward, on his Ferguſian friends, into 
an act of the moſt unjuſtifiable partiality: and 
thought, that if a marriage with Ferguſia were 
ſuperadded to the advantage of her having a 
ſteward of her family to ſuperintend his eſtate, 
he muſt ſoon become the prey of the Fergu- 
ſians, who would immediately flock to him 
from all quarters, and without any difficulty 
get his wealth and power into their hands, 
which they would be ſure to manage for their 
'own account. Fergufia, on the other hand. 
was poſſeſt with violent apprehenſions; and, 
indeed, theſe apprehenſions were much better 
founded, than her neighbour's jealouſy : that 


this ſhow of power, which ſhe had acquired 


by the ſucceſſion of her ſteward to the ſteward- 

ſhip of Angelicana, would add nothing to her 

real dignity, would exhauſt her ſubſtance, and 

terminate in her ſubjection, and ruin. She was 
i very 


_ 
very ſenſible, that he, by continually reſiding 
there, muſt be, for his own intereſt, and from 
the very nature of things, more devoted to An- 

gelicus, than to herſelf. She begun to learn, 
from woeful experience, that, contary to vul- 
gar miſtake, if any diſadvantage follows an al- 
liance of this ſort, it muſt inevitably fall to the 
ſhare of the weaker party: and concluded, 
that, if ſhe ſhould ſubmit her perſon, and eſtate, 
of which ſhe ſtill retained the ſovereignty, to 
Angelicus, under pretence of marriage, ſhe 
muſt quickly lay her account with bearing in- 
dignities and hardſhips, to which the had hi- 
therto been unaccuſtomed. 

Indeed, Ferguſia never led a more mine 
life, than during the adminiſtration of this 
ſteward, and thoſe of his houſe, who imme- 
diately ſucceeded him. Between the unrea- 
ſonable jealouſies of Angelicus, and his croſſing 

her in almoſt every innocent endeavour to 
thrive, on one hand, and the ruin of her farms, 
and houſhold affairs, for want of proper care 
and management, with the complaints of her 
tenants in general, who were continually cry- 
ing out againſt the ſtewards, on the other; ſhe 
was ſcarcely in a condition to ſupport exiſtence, 
muchh leſs to maintain the dignity of her houſe, 
in the manner ſhe had done whilſt her buſi- 
neſs was tranſacted by a domeſtic ſteward, 


But 
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But it pleaſed heaven to relieve her from 
this diſtreſs, by removing the cauſe. One of 
the ſtewards of whom we ſpeak, attempting 
to carry his point with too high a hand, and, 
amongſt other things, pretending. to preſcribe 
a form of religion, and economicks, to his em- 
ployers, ſo far incurred the diſpleaſure of both, 
that they agreed to caſhier him, and ſubſti- 
tuted firſt one and then the other of his daugh- - 
ters, for he had no male iſſue, in his place. 
It was under the Rewardſhip of the laſt of 
theſe that the nuptials of Angelicus and Fer- 
guſia were celebrated, This woman was by 
the one eſteemed a ſtaunch Angelican, and by 
the other a true Ferguſian: and, in reality, nei- 
ther of them were deceived. She had the art, 
which none of her predeceſſors underſtood, of 
engaging her lord and lady in a generous emu- 
lation, to promote the intereſts of one another: 
and this, ſhe convinced them, would be ſo far 
from being detrimental to their own, that the 
riches, the grandeur, and the happineſs of 
each in particular, would be a neceſſary con- 
' ſequence of it. A marriage, therefore, feemed 
not only convenient, but neceſſary for both 
parties. And now, how grievous the rmisfor- 
tune, that we 

— Whoſe breaſt the fates have fed d, 


And givn a heart unknowtng how 10 yield, 
indiſpoſed 


23 
indiſpoſed for entering into the ſoft and flow- 

ing ſtrain, ſo pleaſing to this learned and he- 
roic age, muſt here wave the deſcription of 
the courtſhip an intereſting ſcene, the un- 
folding of which no doubt our reader has im- 
patiently expected, and leave it to the brilliant 
pen of a —, or to the tender ſtile of a —, 
who know how to make an affecting, and 
what is ſtill more to the. purpoſe, a profitable 
ſtory out of very little, For our part, hows 
ever, ſuch an acknowledgment may depre- 
ciate our performance in the eſteem of the 
beaux and belles, who, to be ſure, are the 
| beſt judges of the beſt delight, and have a 
juſt title to fix the value of the works of thoſe 
who labour for the preſs, of whatſoever nature 
they be; we ingenuoufly confeſs our incapaci- 
ty to execute this part of our taſk according 
to the preſent taſte, and, therefore, deem it 
more prudent to decline it. Suppoſing, there- 
fore, that the lady is on the point of con ſent- 
ing to her own happineſs, by giving her hand 
to Angelicus, a ſcruple ariſes to her remem- 
brance, that, as all the particulars of her fa- 
ther's laſt advice did not fully agree with ſuch 
a reſolution, ſhe was not yet eltogether at li- 
berty to diſpoſe of herſelf. She was juſt de- 
viſing an expedieat to evade this difficulty, 
when word was brought her, that her lioneſs 
e „ I — ns 
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had brought forth a fine whelp, and that it 
was ſo extremely like Angelicus's old lion, 
that none called in queſtion the ſnare which 
that majeſtic and terrible animal was ſuppoſed 
to have in its production. To ſhew the reader, 
that we alſo can introduce a faſhionable phraſe 
upon occaſion, and to make ſome atonement 
for our late defect; inſtead of obſerving, that 
this fell out very luckily, we aſſure him, that 
it happened very a propos. And to conclude 
our narrative; the wedding immediately fol- 


lowed the ſigning and ſealing of certain mar- 


riage-articles, the principal of which were as 
follows: 
I. In order to aboliſh all invidious diſtinc- 
tions, it was agreed, thar there ſhould be 
a perfect uniformity of cuſtoms, faſhions, 
and as much as poſſible, of manners, all 
over the united eſtates, That the former 
names ſhould, eſpecially in writings of any 
conſequence, be dropp'd, and that, for 
the future, the huſband ſhould be called 
Albanus, his ſpouſe Albana, and the iſland 
Albania. That their enſigns armorial 
ſhould be quartered together, and that 
this new achievement ſhould be worn on 
all public occaſions, and uſed as the em- 
blem or device of their ſeals ; the former 
being quite laid aſide as improper, to ex- 
preſs 


[w1l 
preſs that equality and union which by a 
marriage the friends of both parties pro- 
poſed. 


1 I. That Ferguſia ſhould 1 allowed the free 
exerciſe of her religion, ſhe being a pret- 
ty rigid Calviniſt: and that ſhe ſhould 
maintain the ſame number of chaplains, 
and on the fame footing as before the 

111 


III. The better to „ the civil and 7 22 


gious liberties of Albania, it was reſolved, 
that the ſucceſſion to the ſtewardſhip, fail- 
ing iſſue of the preſent incumbent, ſhould 
be ſettled in the perſon of the lady Oſipha, 
the next Proteſtant in ſucceſſion, and the 
proteſtant heirs of her body; and that 
papiſts, or ſuch as intermarry with papiſts, 
ſhould be for ever held incapable of this 

office. 


Ay. That there ſhould bs A free and _ 
ſerved communication of all rights, privi- 
leges, and honours, ſo far as ſhould be 
conſiſtent with propriety of character: 
that the tenants of either party ſhould in- 
diſcriminately be entitled to all the ſocial 
and commercial advantages of the other; 
and that they ſhould be equally encouraged - 
and protected, | 

I 2 There 
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There were ſeveral little clauſes inſerted at 
the deſire of Angelicus, very much to Fergu- 
ſia's advantage. This he did, in order to en- 
dear himſelf to his bride. Nor was it the effect 
of a weak and unmanly fondneſs, fince he very 
well knew, that, by virtue of the power which 
the huſband has over the wife, both her per- 
ſon and fortune would, in fact, be entirely at 
his diſpoſal: that favouring her, and encou- 
raging her people at the ſame time, that it 
gained her heart, and determined her to place 
an unlimited confidence in him, was ſtrengthen- 
ing bis own hands by an acceſſion of power 
and of intereſt, by no means to be deſpiſed ; 
and that acting otherwiſe, would never ſuc- 
cecd with a woman of Fergutia's diſcernment 
and ſpirit, np : 


Wh 


* 
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To compleat the remaining Pages, the 
following Copies of VERSES are 
added, as not being entirely foreign to 
the Subject of the preceeding Story. 


OccaGoned by his Majeſty's Royal Proclama- | 
tion of the 31ſt of October 1760. 


A $ late T lay diſſolv'd in balmy ſleep, 
While night had ſpread her mantle o'er 
the deep, = 
O'er palaces and cottages, and all 
The varied ſhell of this terreſtrial ball : | 
Methought I ſaw th' illuſtrious Prince of light, 
Amidſt celeſtial wonders, Uriel bright, 
Whoſe piercing eyes ſurvey each earthly thing, 
Array'd in all the ſplendor of his king. 
Him, the great genius of our happy iſle 
Addreſs' d, and thus ſaluted with a ſmile : 
All hail! high angel of the ſource of day, 
To whom God gave to dart the potent ray ! 


I come, from tending the almighty throne, 


Where infinite perfection rules alone, | 
Once more to watch o'er my Britannia's fate, 

And tutor him who now directs the ſtate. | 
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But fay, bleſt angel! for you know full well, 
What hoppens in the dark abyſs of hell, 

How do malignant pow'rs theſe tiding greet : 
Youngs GEORGE reſtores fall'n virtue to her 
Tot 

Proctaims eternal war gainſt wicked bands, 
And prays the good to aid his youthful bands? 


Bright Uriel thus;-— Great Alban, mark me well, 


IIe worthy thee to hear, and me to tell: 
The duſky regions yet more duſky grew, 
And ſable death aſſum'd a darker hue; 
Deſpariny groans of acnds were heard around, 
And hell's grim tyrant trembl'd at the ſound ; 
Fear for his ſchemes revers'd, his empire broke, 
Appall'd the ſource of ill, and thus he ſpoke : 
Haſte, choiceſt ſons of miſchief, wing your way 
To where fair Europe gliſtens on the day; 
| Apainſt this weſtern imp of heaven, embroil 
Each powerful chief, and diſappoint his toll : 
To his deſtruction pur th' ambitious Gaul, 
And prompt the ſaithleis Queen to plot his fall. 
Unleſs his pow'r is ſunk, his purpoſe croſt, 
Our int'ceſt ends; and all our power is loſt. 
But vain their counſels : He, who rules above, 
Protects his viceroy, and rewards his love; 
From him the righteous edict firit aroſe, -. 
And falls like thunder on his guilty foes. 
Inform me, Alban, how the choirs on high, 
Welcom'd the meſſage to their native ſky. 
| With 
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With angels love, the genius Uriel ey'd, 
And, ſmiling fatisf=&tion, thus reply'd: 
The great Meſſiah, pleas'd his early care, 
His youthful miniſter begins ſo fair ; 
Wich approbation ſees his Chriſtians riſe, 
Spurn grov'ling earth, and claim the purer ſkies. 
The ſons of light rejoice, with concert even, 
That a new colony is join'd to heaven. : 
Of prince ſo young, ſuch good report to hear, 
Each liſt'ning angel lends his willing ear. 
And now, to tend my grateſul charge, I go, 
The ſweeteſt and the eaſeſt taſk below. 
Farewell, good Uricl—you will hear our tale— 
How vice gives way, and virtue turns the ſcale. 
He ſpoke—the vilion vaniſh'd trom my fight, 
And thoſe glad eyes receiv'd the welcome light. 
Welcome the light that ſhines on GEORGE's 
- reign! 
Who great and good, who young and yet not 
vain, | 
Aſſumes with noble and becoming grace, 
And fills with wiſdom his important place. 
Proceed, young king ! with humble heart to 
move, HET 
In thy behalf, the righteous pow'rs above ; 
To dry fair virtue's tears, and in our land 
For bleeding truth to make a noble ſtand | 
And may cach happy ſtar its influence ſhed, 
Religious prince ! around thy hopctul head. 
IT Titties 


* 


[ 64 ] 


Written on the 4th of JUNE, 1761. 


WI AT recent triumphs, what tranſporting 
news, 
With feſtive noiſe, thus wake the penſive muſe! 
From fartheſt Thule to the Corniſh ſhore, 
*Tis all one joyful ſhout, one cannons roar ? 
Oh, GEORGE the Third, on this — 
morn, 
The beſt of princes, 1 of men, was born a 
Hail, friendly day! Hence, fraught with z joy, 
appear 
Th' increaſing glory of the circling year ! 
May Britain's ſons for ever bleſs thy blaze, 
And wond'ring nations on thy honours gaze, 
For from thy dawn Britannia dates her reſt, 
No longer now with civil broils diſtreſt : 
The kindred troops no longer now engage, 
But for their foes reſerve their martial rage. 
No jealouſies, from jarring int'reſts, ſpring, 
But with one voice they bleſs their youthful king. 
“Long live the king *” with . _ 
cry; 
Whilſt echo, liſt ning, anſwers from the fy! ! 
In temper noble, and of manners Plain, 
With honeſt joy, the Engliſh hail his reign ; 
Secure their much-lov'd liberties and laws, 


They pour their blood and treaſure 1 in his cauſe. 
0 Of 


„„ 
Of foes unfearful, to their purpoſe juſt, 
Jo kings that love them true, and to their truſt, 
The val'rous Scots, at his commanding word, 
*Gainſt faithleſs Gallia draw the vengeful ſword. 
With theſe the ancient Welſhtheir homage bring, 
And gladly ſerve once more a Britiſh king. 
Advance, great GEORGE! from countleſs 
heroes ſprung, 
Whoſe actions fame has told, and bards have 
| ſung |! 
With luſtre freſh, in thee reviv'd, ſhall ſhine 
The unequal'd grandeur of the Engliſh line; 
Henrys and Edwards riſe again to view, 
With laurels blooming, and with praiſes new. 
In currents rich, untinctur'd with diſgrace, 
To Scotia dear, and kindred to the place, 
Within thee flows a purple flood, which ſprings 
From the high ſource of Caledonian kings. 
The friend of truth and liberty who ſtood, 
And for the right ſtill lavith of his blood : 
The Brunſwick too, from thy f. Lo. | 
name, 
| Expects the bleſt completion of his fame. 
Methinks I fee, of ancient kings, ariſe 
The tcepter'd ſhades, and on thee fix their eyes; 
Beſeech thee, all their glories to maintain, 
And bleſs Great-Britain with a maten r reign. 
But, o'er the reſt, a dearer voice prevails, _ 
And in ſoft ſounds thy captive ear aflails ! 


* 
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Peace let him cultivate, for war prepar 45 


[66]. 
My dazzl'd. eye his brighter de blind ; 


"Tis FREDERICK, the friend of human kind). 


© Sweet tales of you, dear youth, ſalute mine 


nr, 
* Excluding thence the muſick of the * 
6 To you, for heaven, how chearful I reſign 
* A crown! which Britons once concluded 
« mine. 
© Your early virtues, like firſt fruits, ariſe 
“A prateful off ring to th' accepting ſkies. 
Proceed to live, what favouring fates decree ; 
© Remember what you owe yourſelf and me! 
«© Nor hard the taſk to be what virtue loves; 
* 'Tis only allowing what your heart ap- 
proves.“ | 


In Imitation of BUCHANAN. 


An EPIGRAM. 


To paint the KinG my withes would be- 


ſtow 
On Britain's iſle, would heav 'n regard my vow, 
You often preſs me: I as oft decline; | 
Tho! here, at laſt, you have the rude defign. 
True piety firſt let him greatly love; 
And live the image of the pow'r above: 
By threats of ſwelling foes not to be dar d, 


But 
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hut while the humble vanquiſh'd inward bleed, 
To terror ſtern let mercy mild ſucceed. 
Extravagance and av'rice may he ſhun ; 

Buy theſe a ſtate is equally undone. 
Serenely juſt I'd have him rule the land, 
Not hold the reins with a too gentle hand; 
Above the rabble's rage, or their applauſe, 
Unwilling puniſh, but maintain the laws. 
Oh, let him ſtand the bulwark of the juſt, 


Ihe terror of impiety and luſt. 


By ſtudy ſerious, and in ſpeech refin'd, 
With conſtant care, let him improve his mind; 
Nor ſhould he quite his mortal part depiſe, 
That valu'd caſk in which the jewel lies. 
From luxury I'd have him to refrain; 

Nor let the muſes languiſh in his reign. 

You, ſmiling cry,—A trick—upon my word, 


_ © You've ſtol'n the picture of our preſent lord.“ 
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